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MEETINGS ARE HELD THE FIRST (1ST) MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH

AMERICAN LEGION POST 25,

MILLTOWN, NEW JERSEY @1930

Mark Your Calendars

Officers Meetings:

Tuesday September 29th. 1900 Hrs.
Tuesday October 27th. 1900 Hrs.
Tuesday November 24th. 1900 Hrs
Tuesday December 29th. 1900 Hrs

General Membership Meetings:
Monday August 31st. 1930 Hrs. (Sept.)
Monday October 5th. 1930 Hrs
Monday November 2nd. 1930 Hrs.
Monday December 7th. 1930 Hrs.

Sunday Sept 27th Basilone Parade
Saturday Nov 7th USMC Birthday Ball

Newsletter Editor

Doug Rattazzi &

732-690-7100 / drattazzi@att.net

Basilone Commandant

Sunday September 27th is the annual John
Basilone Day Parade in Raritan. All mem-
bers of the John Basilone Detachment MCL
are urged to come out join our fellow Marines
in the 28th Annual Basilone Parade. Muster
for marching is 1200 hours at the train sta-
tion in Raritan on Thompson Street and the
parade starts at 1300 Hours,

Our Birthday Ball is fast approaching and
reservations must be in to Ray Skarzynski
by October 5th. Any questions about your
reservation s or to offer support in the setup
of this great event, contact Ray at 732-257-
4582.

Nomination for the Staff Officers for 2010 will
be taken at the September and October
Meeting with the election being held at the

October meeting.

8:

Semper Fi,

Ernie Mondics _\
Commandant -,




Officers and Committee Chairs

Commandant:........ Ernie Mondics 908-707-1310
Chief of Staff: Rosemary Fleming 908-526-9089

Sr. Vice Com:......... Bob Retmanski 732-297-0178

Jr. Vice Com:............. Milt Fischer 732-238-0005

Judge Advocate: . Louis Goldstein 609-409-9280

Adjutant:........... . Ray Skarzynski 732-257-4582

Paymaster:....... John Centofanti 908-725-9022

Chaplain:.............. George Coyle 732-254-6646

Sgt. At Arms:.......... Mel Meszaros 732-718-6460
Food For The Needy: Steve Sosely 732-469-0005
Membership: ........... Mike Caprio 732-251-5358
Historian: ............... Position Not Filled

Honor Guard: .......... Mel Mezaros 732-718-6460
Service Officer: ...... John Heacock 609-924-0074
Fund Drives: ........... Stan Szumel 732-752-3846

Ed Sphatt 732-247-5792
Quartermaster:.. Norm Bloomfield 609-409-1110

Aide De Camp:......... Rich Manzer 908-705-6584

Gil Castro 732-672-3034
Web Sergeant.:.......... Cliff Walling 732-613-0441
Newsletter:.......... Doug Rattazzi 732-690-7100

American Legion Golf Outing

Joyce Kilmer American Legion Post 25
5th Annual

“Support Our Wounded Solders Golf Outing
Monday October 19, 2009 at Meadows at Middlesex

The cost is $100.00 per golfer and includes; Green
Fees, Cart, after golf Festivities at Post 25 home
(Burgers, Dogs, beer Etc. All proceeds will be used
assist all Veterans, including our wounded troops
returning from conflicts overseas.

Contact: Ron Dixon

Post Commander 732-404-7445

The Chaplains Corner

Let us keep in mind our fellow Marines that are ill or
incapacitated. Joseph Ziemba, recovering at Brier
Wood Rehabilitation in Sayreville also Mike Caprio
and Steve Sosely recovering at home. Our past
Commandant Bill Siebel has been diagnosed with a
serious illness. Sam Elacqua and Dave Miller who
are unable to attend our meetings anymore due to
physical frailties of age.

While traveling north on the New Jersey Turnpike
one day, just on a hunch, | stopped in the Joyce Kil-
mer service area at milepost 78 northbound. There |
found the John Basilone bridge memorial plaque set
up next to the restaurant building The Turnpike Au-
thority has established a very proper setting and
have done an excellent job. That same day | re-
ceived a letter from the Authority explaining where
the plaque had been relocated to the service area.
The relocation was in compliance with Federal High-
way Regulations governing traffic control which re-
guires such signs etc. to not be placed on the main
road or on bridges. In addition there is a similar
plague set up in the service area at milepost 92
southbound but at the present has been temporarily
removed due to renovations but will be restored.
Both of these memorial sites are impressive and if
you have the opportunity stop in and see them.

I have written to the Authority thanking them for their
reply and commending them for the concern and
care they have taken to preserve the memorial to an
American hero.

Steve Sosley is at home and he has requested no
calls or visits at this time...... Joe Duh has been in
contact with Steve and the Mrs.... Steve is now undergo-
ing Chemotherapy! Keep Steve and his family in your
thoughts and prayers. We will keep you advised.

Semper Fidgles

God Bless All and God Bless America
George Coyle

Chaplain




John Basilone
Parade Committee

22 First Street
Raritan, New Jersey 08869

NEWS RELEASE

THE ONLY PARADE IN AMERICA HONORING A WAR HERO

On Sunday, September 27, 2009, the Borough of Raritan will host its Twenty-eighth Annual
John Basilone Memorial Parade honoring its National World War Il hero, Marine Sergeant John
Basilone. Sergeant Basilone received the Congressional Medal of Honor for his gallant action
during the Battle of Guadalcanal in 1942 and the Navy Cross posthumously for more heroism in
the Battle of lwo Jima where he was killed in 1945.

The Parade continues to grow in size and popularity each year. Last year, more than one hun-
dred-fifty units marched along with the Quantico Marine Band and twenty other military and high
school bands before thousands of spectators, many of whom came from different parts of the
country to attend this annual event.

This year's Parade will also include more than 150 units: military groups and Veterans' organiza-
tions, floats, cyclists, go-carts, twirlers, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Sea Scouts, ROTC units, mili-
tary vehicles, Marine Detachments, fire companies, rescue squads, and other civic and patriotic
groups. The Parade, featuring 20 marching bands, will begin at 1:00 PM in Raritan.

Music of the World War Il Era will be provided by the Summerswing Orchestra on
Friday September 25 from 6:00 - 9:00 PM at the Basilone Statue followed by fireworks.

The Twentieth John Basilone Commemorative Concert, presented by the Quantico Marine

Band, will be held on the eve of the Parade: Saturday, September 26 at 7:00 PM at Raritan Val-
ley Community College.

Preceding the Parade on Sunday, the John Basilone Museum at the Raritan Public Library will
be open to visitors at 10:00AM and a memorial Mass will be celebrated at St. Ann Church at
10:30 AM.

John R. Pacifico, (Ahairmmas
John Basilone Pgrade Commityee
908-429-8868 (pho




From The Paymaster:

Reminder to all Officers and
Members;

When requesting Payment or
Reimbursement for anything
pertaining to Detachment busi-
ness you must fill out a proper
Yellow Request form.

It must show the date of the re-
guest, your name, if a payment
to a business or supplier "Their
Name & Address' , a Receipt
of payment made if applicable,
a description of items or ser-
vices for which the request is
being made, and must be
signed by at least two author-
ized officers.

If any of the above is omitted
on the form the request for pay-
ment may be delayed. Forms
are available from the Paymas-
ter or Commandant.

Thank you in advance for your
cooperation.

John Centofanti

Paymaster

Fund Drive

Shop Rite Canister Drive

All Fund Drives are 9to 5

Sat. Sept 12 Hamilton
Sun. Nov 8 Branchburg
Contact

Ed Sphatt 732-247-5792
Stan Szumel 732-752-3846
Call early to schedule your shift!

Honor Guard/Color Guard

PRACTICE:
TUES.SEPT.2..VFW,SAYREVILLE..1900 HRS

FRI.SEPT.18...Poker Run MENLO VET
EDISON MUSTER 1330 HRS

SUN. Sept 27..Basilone Parade Raritan, N.J.
MUSTER 1200 HRS
(Uniform for Honor Guard “Dress Blues” )

SUN.OCT.11.. Columbus Day Parade Seaside,
MUSTER 1230 HRS (MCL UNIFORM)

August 25th., 2009

Outstanding Honor Guard Performance for
Departed Marine BILL HART

ESCORT, RIFLE SALUTE;
FOLDING AND PRESENTATION OF FLAG,
FOLLOWED BY TAPS




Operation Jersey Cares

Operation Jersey Cares held a
packing event on August 8" at
the American Legion in Bradley
Gardens. 104 boxes were packed
and shipped to Iraqg, Afghanistan
and Walter Reed Hospital. Total
weight of products shipped was
3516 Ibs. Products included pop-
corn, DVD’s, books, health aids,
snacks and cards.

Special thanks to Mel Mezaros,
Doug Rattazzi, Lou Goldstein,
Stan Szumel and “Tony” for giving
a helping hand, it was greatly ap-
preciated. Some people are
pretty awesome with packing
tape dispensers!!

Rosemary Fleming

Jim Phillips writes

The man who survived mustard
gas and pepper spray is now a
seasoned veteran!

Docs Corner
We have 1 Corpsman in our
detachment, you can contact
Doc Dimitriou at
Phone: 917-447-6257

email: navydoc_marine@yahoo.com

“Purple Heart”

Birthday of Purple Heart

The Purple Heart is perhaps, the
most unique of all United States
military awards. Though low in the
order of precedence on the Pyramid
of Honor (it ranks below the Bronze Star), it is one of
the most widely recognized and respected medals. It
cannot be earned by courage or by exceptional ser-
vice or achievement. The Purple Heart signifies one
thing ...SACRIFICE. Whenever you see the Purple
Heart, know that it represents either a combat death
or a combat wound. It represents the blood that has
been shed in defense of liberty.

General George Washington originated the “Purple
Badge of Merit” on August 7th, 1782 as part of his
“General Orders of August 7, 1782” which were writ-
ten to recognize his solders for service and for singu-
larly meritorious service. Only three solders were re-
corded as earning the “Purple Badge of Merit” On
October 10, 1927 Army Chief of Staff, General
Charles P. Summerall drafted a bill to send to Con-
gress in an effort to revive the Badge of Military
Merit and was withdrawn the next year due to low
support. As George Washington's Bi-Centennial
Birthday drew closer, General Douglas MacArthur
worked on passing the bill. Throughout 1931 the
Army quietly designed and created the new award. It
was announced on February 22, 1932, the 200th
anniversary of George Washington’s birth. In honor
of the Father of our Country and the man who es-
tablished our military’s first medal, the Purple Heart
would bear the profile of George Washington on it's
face.

(The above was taken from the Menlo Park Veterans
Newsletter of August 2009)




This is a quote from the President of Boy Scouts of America, 1984. It echoes most of the people
like me who have been in scouting for many years.

Not long ago a reporter asked me why | was still in Scouting, even though my son-now in his
forty’s- was the original reason 1 joined. “I'm still active,” 1 told him, “because what Scouting is
all about is character building that helps youngsters find the values they need to grow up to be
good men.” Unfortunately, character and values are sometimes considered irrelevant in today’s
world. But not in my world, for character and values are the heart of the Scout Oath and the
Scout Law. They always have been-and | pray to God- They always will be.

As always, if there is someone out there that may be interested in helping with the Detachment
Scouting Program, the door is always open.

Ray Skarzynski (732-257-4582)

Eagle Scout Program

Corporate Sponsors for John Basilone Detachment MCL

SCHIAVONE CONSTRUCTION CO.
CONSTRUCTORS & ENGINEERS Ironworkers Local 373
150 MEADOWLANDS PARKWAY
SECAUCUS, NJ 07094-1589
(201) 867-5070

L T T I

Dedicated to the memory of our
Fallen Marines

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
732-721-5557 Carmen F. Spezzi Funeral Home
15 Cherry Lane

Parlin, NJ 08859
Booster’s for 2009

Main Liquors of South Amboy 732-721-1290

Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club, So. Amboy Christine O. Spezzi Manger.

Lic. No. 3674




