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National Museum of the Marine Corps

A great overnight trip to Quantico Virginia yields a trip into our history.  The National Museum of the Marine Corps opened 
in 2006 and is located by the Main Gate  of MCB Quantico (1/4 mile south of main gate on Jefferson Davis Highway). 
Every year since it’s opening they have added new exhibits revealing our past and present as Marines.

The Museum is made up of many period exhibits, starting with the early days and forming of the Marine Corps at Tun   
Tavern in Philadelphia and our rolls in protecting  this great country. The Museum echo’s of our core values Honor, Cour-
age and Commitment, a Gleaming mast rises 220 feet high as a Curtiss Jenny,  two Corsairs and a Harrier Jet fly over-
head as you enter the great rotunda of the Museum.  

As you start your trip through our history you will follow recruits through boot camp from the recruiting station to the yellow 
foot prints, first buzz cut and onto graduation as a United States Marine. Along the way you can try on one of the new style 
packs, fire an M-16 Laser Rifle on the range, every Marine is a rifleman.

Follow Marines from the early conflicts and wars through a landing in a Higgins Boat onto the sands of Iwo Jima , Guadal-
canal and Peleliu.  Gaze on the flag that was raised over Mt Suribachi.   Visit the “Forgotten War” land on Inchon and 
brave the cold at Chosin Reservoir of the Korean War.  Proceed into Vietnam onboard a CH-46 you will be inserted onto 
hill 881 South at Khe Sanh—Hot landing Zone. 

The Global war on Terrorism: The United States Marine Corps in today’s fight,  from  the events of September 11, 2001 to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. A special photo display captures the powerful images that add personality and emotion to the battle-
field.  Continue on and follow the Music of our Corps founded in 1798 and the traditions of pomp and circumstance of John 
Philip  Sousa music. The Presidents Own, The Commandants Own Marine Drum and Bugle  Corps.   Marine Ceremonial 
units based in Washington DC. Have a bite to eat at Tun Tavern on the second deck served the old fashioned way and 
follow that up with a visit to the gift shop on the main deck area.

No visit to Quantico would be complete till you visit “The Globe & Laurel Restaurant for dinner. The Globe & Laurel was 
established in 1968 by Maj. Rick Spooner USMC (Ret) and his wife Gloria (located just south from the Marine Museum).  
The food is excellent and the atmosphere and service is one of a perpetuation of the proud history of the United States 
Marine Corps.  Maj. Spooner  has gathered a collection of Marine Corps memorabilia that staggers the mind.  On my last 
visit I presented the Maj. with a John Basilone Challenge Coin to add to his enormous collection that  adorns a wall in the 
main dining room.  To say the least he was very surprised and great full and invited us back for a special end of summer 
affair they have in late August.

Doug Rattazzi
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Our bank has requested that ALL
CHECKS to be deposited in the John 
Basilone Detachments checking account 
be made payable to the following:

John Basilone Detachment  #190

We can no longer accept checks made 
payable to Marine Corps League or John 
Basilone Det. MCL,  

. 

John Basilone Challenge Coin

John Basilone Detachment 
Challenge Coins are for sale to 
our members at $5.00 each. 
See Quartermaster for coins.

The coins are available at 
regular meetings. These coins 
are a great way to show your 
pride in Our Marine Corps,  
Marine Corps League and the 
John Basilone Detachment.

Officers and Staff
November  2010 - November 2011

Commandant:……..  Doug Rattazzi 732-690-7100

Chief of Staff:  Rosemary Fleming   908-526-9089

Sr. Vice Com:……...       Ed Sphatt    732-247-5792

Jr. Vice Com:………….  Milt Fischer  732-238-0005

Judge Advocate: . Louis Goldstein   609-409-9280

Adjutant:……….. . Ray Skarzynski   732-257-4582 

Paymaster:…….     John Heacock     609-924-0074

Chaplain:…………..  George Coyle    732-254-6646

Sgt. At Arms:……….  Stan Szumel    732-752-3846 

Asst. Sgt. At Arms ..  Gil Castro        732-248-1915

Food For The Needy: Harriet Sosley 732-469-0005

Membership: ……….John Heacock   609-924-0074

Historian: ……………...Milt Fischer   732-238-0005

Honor Guard: …. Norm Bloomfield   609-409-1110

Service Officer: …... John Heacock   609-924-0074

Fund Drives: ………..  Stan Szumel   732-752-3846

Phone Squad ……………….Joe Duh   732-885-5135

Quartermaster:.. Norm Bloomfield   609-409-1110

Aide De Camp:………  Ruth Lincoln   Menlo Park

Eagle Scouts……….Ray Skarzynski  732-257-4582 

Web Sergeant:………. Cliff Walling   732-613-0441

Newsletter:……….   Doug Rattazzi   732-690-7100 

Paymaster

Nyles Thorne  May 4

John Zilinski  May 5

Gary Wistuba May 6

Ruth McArthur  May 7

Jerry Pizzillo  May 11

Ralph Lauro  May 13

Martin Kaslavage  May 15

Kermit Levine  May 18

Ray Quesnel  May 23

Andrew Domanski  May 24

Ralph Meade  May 30

Mike Caprio  June 3

John Donnelly  June 8

Wes Beers   June 22

Robert Weiss    June 28

HAPPY   BIRTHDAY

ANNIVERSARY
Mike & Sue Gianetti  May 1

Donald Murphy  May 7

Jerry & Susan Pizzillo  May 16

Charles & Eileen Behme   May 18

Joe & Lucille Duh  May 21

Joseph & Rosanne Perrone  May  24

John & Irene Nemetz  May 31

Robert & Lynn McCall June 1

Robert & Terry Gardiner June 14

Tom & Michele Farrell  June 16

Stan & Joy Szumel  June 25

John & Mickey  Pfeiffer  June 26
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REGULAR DUES 

REMINDER
The following members dues are past due!

If special circumstances occur, let us know; 
and we can help work with you to adjust the 
situation.

Joseph Abraham

Donald Bailey

Charles Behme

Ralph DeCosimo

David Hall

Robert Kelly

Dennis Lopez

John  Martinez

Gerand Pizzillo

Stanley Richardson

Victor Sada

Larry Slaski

Robert Weiss

Eugene Weresow

S. Gray Whetstone

If you have questions about your 
membership dues, contact our 
Membership Chairman John (Juan)

Heacock at 609-924-0074.

Our annual dues are $31.00 and 
everyone has a separate anniver-
sary date as to when the dues are 
paid. Checks are made payable to 
the John Basilone Detachment 
#190.

Department of New Jersey 

83rd Annual Convention 

The 2011 State Convention will he 
held on June 17th & 18th at the 
Hampton Inn in Woodbridge, NJ.  Our 
detachment is allowed 17  Delegates 
(Voting Members) for this years con-
vention, If you would like to attend the 
convention as a delegate contact 
Doug Rattazzi at 732-690-7100 to be 
placed on the Delegate list.  

Information is attached on the pages 
4, 5 & 6 of this newsletter

    

Menlo Park Veterans Home

                                                            
Mark your calendar Friday July 29th. 
The John Basilone Detachment will be 
hosting a Wine & Cheese party at Menlo 
Park (Non-Alcoholic Wine). Detachment 
members are invited to come out and 
help serve our guests and make some 
new friends at Menlo Park Veterans 
Memorial Home.  Dress will be casual 
and it starts at 1930. 



4



5



6

Pa



7



8

Corporate Sponsors for John Basilone Detachment MCL

SCHIAVONE CONSTRUCTION CO.  

CONSTRUCTORS & ENGINEERS

150 MEADOWLANDS PARKWAY

SECAUCUS, NJ 07094-1589

(201) 867-5070

(201) 867-5070

FAX  (201) 864-3196

Ironworkers Local 373

Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis 
Club, So. Amboy

Docs Corner
We have 1 Corpsman in our 

detachment, you can contact

Doc Dimitriou at 

Phone: 917-447-6257

email: navydoc_marine@yahoo.com 

Our Current strength is 188 members. 

REMEMBER: We are always looking  for a 
Few Good Marines to join our ranks. 

If you would like information about helping 
in our recruiting program, contact 

Ed Sphatt (Sr. Vice Commandant) at :

732-407-1503
Does anyone know the location of this street?


